12$                  FORTY YEARS IN INDIA.
It was a period when there was considerable activity
among a certain number of political agitators, and plots
against British rulers were being hatched in different
parts of the country, resulting, in one case, in an attempt
upon the life of the Viceroy, Lord Hardinge, when a
public Durbar was being held in Delhi, and a procession
of elephants was entering the Chandni Chauk. A bomb
was thrown from the window of a house, and struck the
howdah of the Viceregal elephant, killing the Indian
attendant who was holding the royal umbrella over Lord
Hardinge, and seriously wounding the Viceroy, though
Lady Hardinge, who sat beside him, miraculously escaped
without a scratch.
The attempt to stir up trouble among the Bhils appears
to have been engineered from a small State adjoining the
Panch Mahals, where the agitators had been known to
be active.
The Sadhu propaganda spread like wildfire, and the
credulous people accepted the story, and gathered in
considerable numbers to meet their new Raja, who was
accredited with miraculous powers.
They were directed to bring in all their seed-grain to
be blessed by the Sadhus, who would return a few handfuls
to them with the assurance that it would produce an
enormous crop. They were also directed to bring in their
brass vessels, which they were told would no longer be
needed. In fact, whatever little possessions they owned
were to be surrendered to the representatives of the
new ruler.
Above all, they were to take a solemn oath that no
Bhil should henceforth attend any Christian service.
Those of them who had joined The Salvation Anny, or
any other Christian body, were to be compelled to abandon
the same, and in case of failing to do so, were to be expelled
forthwith from their community.
Our work was for a time seriously affected, and, terrified
by the threats which had been made, hundreds of our
converts ceased to take part in our meetings, or to acknow-
ledge us. However, the non-appearance of the new leader
began to arouse their suspicions, and the Bhils demanded
that he should visit them without further delay.